
A record crowd of nearly 140 

people gathered for dinner 

at the Betty P. Cook Nassau 

Center of Florida State Col-

lege at Jacksonville on Octo-

ber 1 to celebrate NCEDBõs 

partnership with that newly 

re-named institution.  The 

keynote speaker for the eve-

ning was college president 

Dr. Steven R. Wallace. 

Dr. Wallace used state-of-the

-art technology and a touch 

of humor to demonstrate 

how Florida State College is 

expanding its vision in the 

pursuit of educational excel-

lence in northeast Florida.  

He used the collegeõs logoñ

three waves converging into 

a pyramid or òtetrahedronóñ

as a metaphor representing 

one rising tide of extraordi-

nary opportunity to pursue 

traditional education 

through the baccalaureate 

level, industrial certification 

and occupational licenses 

for business and industry, 

and continuing education 

and professional develop-

ment services for non-

traditional learners.  

òOur name has changed, but 

our focus on learning and 

the quality of instruction 

remains the same.  Our fo-

cus on preparing students 

for success in this commu-

nity is unchanged.  Our focus 

on affordability remains the 

same.  Even though we are 

not a community college, we 

are still community focused.   

SEE DINNER, PAGE 8 

NCEDB dinner celebrates partnership with college 

FY 2010 is all business for NCEDB 

NCEDBõs 2009-10 Chair-

man, Mike Cole, gave a brief 

report on NCEDBõs fiscal 

year 2010 business plan to 

guests at the October 1 

Business & Industry Appre-

ciation dinner.  He high-

lighted five initiatives: 

òFirst, weõre going to execute 

our plan to defeat Amend-

ment 4 in the November 

2010 General Election.  Flor-

idaõs economic future lies in 

a productive, innovative and 

diverse economy.  No single 

policy proposal has the po-

tential to derail this future 

more suddenly and more 

permanently than Amend-

ment 4.  Ultimately, this 

amendment would encour-

age companies to relocate 

to other states where the 

business climate is friend-

lier, more predictable, and 

less costly.  For these and 

other reasons, NCEDB chose 

to adopt a resolution in July 

opposing Amendment 4.  

Weõve been joined in that 

opposition by more than 

160 towns, business groups, 

environmental groups and 

other organizations across 

Florida that have adopted 

resolutions urging voters to 

defeat Amendment 4.   

 

òSecond, weõre going to as-

sist Nassau Countyõs Growth 

Management Department in  

SEE BUSINESS, PAGE 7 
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NCEDB co-sponsors global 

economic forecast 

The Nassau County Eco-

nomic Development Board 

joined its international part-

ners from Enterprise Flor-

ida, the U.S. Commercial 

Service, the University of 

North Florida and the Dis-

trict Export Council to pre-

sent a òGlobal Economic 

Forecast and Trade Re-

sources Expoó at the South-

side Marriott Hotel in Jack-

sonville on October 13. 

 

The program featured 

speakers Manny Mencia, 

Senior Vice President, Inter-

national Trade & Business 

Development, Enterprise 

Florida; Z. Joe Kulenovic, 

Senior Director, Strategic 

and Market Analysis, Enter-

prise Florida, and Charles 

Jainarain, President, Green-

heart Economics, LLC.  

More than 100 business 

people from across north-

east Florida attended the 

1/2 ðday event.  NCEDBõs 

sponsorship was made pos-

sible by an International 

Business Expansion Initia-

tive grant awarded by Enter-

prise Florida. 

 

The speakers agreed that 

Florida is as ensnared in 

òThe Great Recessionó as 

any other part of the United 

States. They also agreed 

that we may have reached a 

bottom to the recession this 

summer.  However, as Mr 

Kulenovic pointed out, the 

economy is being driven 

today by Federal stimulus 

spending, and not by private 

sector demand.  The rising 

tide of government deficits 

could become an economic 

time bomb leading to higher  

NCEDB around the globe 

ò ...forecast bodes 

well for Florida 

and Nassau 

County whose trade 

in these regions is 

already significant 

and growing.ó 
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taxes, inflation, or both.  The 

òNew Normaló in the coming 

recovery will be character-

ized by lower consumer 

spending, tighter lending 

standards, constricted ac-

cess to capital that could 

stifle entrepreneurship, and 

continued industrial consoli-

dation.   

 

The global economic regions 

outside the U.S. that are 

expected to do the best in 

the coming recovery are 

Asia (especially China and 

India), and the western 

hemisphere countries of 

Canada, Latin America and 

the Caribbean. This forecast 

bodes well for Florida and 

Nassau County whose trade 

in these regions is already 

significant and growing. 

 

òExport 101ó coming to Flor-

ida State College at Jack-

sonville 

The International Commit-

tee of NCEDB, chaired by 

Melvin Usery, will host a day

-long trade seminar titled 

òExport University 101: In-

troduction to Exportingó at 

the Lewis òRedó Bean Tech-

nical Center on the Betty P. 

Cook Nassau Center cam-

pus of Florida State College 

at Jacksonville on Tuesday, 

November 17.  The seminar 

is sponsored by Florida 

State College, the Northeast 

Chapter of the Florida Dis-

trict Export Council, First 

Coast Community Bank, and 

Regions Bank, with techni-

cal assistance provided by 

Enterprise Florida and the 

U.S. Commercial Service.  

 

The seminar will begin with 

an overview titled 

òOrganizing for Export & 

Export Proceduresó, pre-

sented by Larry Bernaski, 

Regional Manager of Inter-

national Business Develop-

ment for Enterprise Florida, 

and Jorgé Arcé, Interna-

tional Trade Specialist with 

the U.S. Commercial Ser-

viceõs office in Jacksonville. 

 

Sessions on international 

trade finance will be pre-

sented by Graham Martin, 

Vice President for Global 

Trade Finance at Regions 

Bank. 

 

Mayra Narvaez of First 

Coast Gateway, an interna-

tional supply chain manage-

ment company based in 

Fernandina Beach will pre-

sent a session on export 

logistics and transportation. 

 

Finally, a panel of exporters 

will present a discussion 

titled, òBuilding an Overseas 

Infrastructure & Growing 

Your International Busi-

nessó.  The panel will be 

moderated by Steve Rieck, 

and panelists will include 

Monty Stewart of Amelia 

Island Middle East Traders, 

David Capps of Caribbean 

Breeze, and Emily Peters of 

Olympic Steel.  The seminar 

will conclude with a presen-

tation of diplomas to partici-

pants.  

 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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The seminar is open to indi-

viduals or businesses with 

an interest in exporting their 

products or services.  Cost 

for the seminar is $25 per 

person and includes a conti-

nental breakfast, lunch, and 

conference materials.  For 

more information, call Noelle 

Perry at (904) 225-8878, or 

e-mail 

info@expandinnassau.com. 

 

Canada targeted for foreign 

direct investors 

NCEDB Executive Director 

Steve Rieck will spend the 

first week of November visit-

ing investment prospects in 

four Canadian cities: Ottawa, 

Toronto, Montréal, and Qué-

bec City.  His trip is being 

organized with the assis-

tance of Enterprise Floridaõs 

Canadian Office in Toronto 

and the Québec Government 

Economic Development Of-

fice in Atlanta.  The mission 

is funded by an International 

Business Expansion Initia-

tive Grant from Enterprise 

Florida. 

On Monday, November 2, 

Rieck plans a series of intro-

ductory meetings in Ottawa 

arranged by Ms. Marie 

Boivin, Managing Director of 

Accu-rate and by Mr. Walter 

Noble, Director of Member-

ship and Business Develop-

ment for the Ottawa Center 

for Research and Innova-

tion.  Mr. Rieck first met Ms. 

Boivin during her visit to 

Jacksonville in September.  

Her company has an interest 

in establishing an office in 

northeast Florida, and she 

and Mr. Noble plan to intro-

duce Mr. Rieck to other com-

panies in Ottawa that have 

an interest in learning more 

about Nassau County and 

Floridaõs First Coast.  

On Tuesday and Wednesday, 

Rieck will participate with 

Enterprise Florida Canadian 

office director Larry March in 

back-to-back seminars in 

Toronto and Montréal titled 

òExpand into the USAó, pre-

sented by the Council of 

American States in Canada.  

Eight states from the U.S. 

have economic development 

offices in Canada and they 

present these seminars on 

an annual basis.  Only one 

local economic development 

organization (like NCEDB) 

from each state is allowed to 

participate in these semi-

nars, and NCEDB was fortu-

nate to be selected for 

2009.  As many as 100 com-

panies from each Canadian 

city are expected to attend 

the seminars. 

 

On Thursday and Friday, 

Rieck will visit with individual 

prospects in Québec City 

associated with the bio-tech 

industry.  He also plans to 

make contacts with an or-

ganization called POLE Qué-

bec Chaudière-Appalaches 

which is the economic devel-

opment agency driving en-

trepreneurial growth, innova-

tion, investment, and job 

creation in the Québec re-

gion. Also on his agneda are 

contacts with DRDC-

Valcartier, Canadaõs leading 

national defense research 

and development center, 

and with Technopôle De-

fence & Security.  

 

New trade opportunities in 

Central America? 

Nassau County Economic 

Development board member 

Val Schwec, Commercial 

òFlorida ranks as 

Costa Ricaõs #1 

U.S. trading 

partner, accounting 

for almost $3 

billion in goodséó  
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Director for the Port of 

Fernandina, will join an 

export sales mission to 

Costa Rica and Panama 

sponsored by Enterprise 

Florida December 6-11, 

2009. 

 

Florida ranks as Costa 

Ricaõs #1 U.S. trading 

partner, accounting for 

almost $3 billion in goods 

exported to Costa Rica 

from Florida in 2008.  The 

CAFTA-DR trade agree-

ment took effect in Costa 

Rica last January, opening 

new trade opportunities in 

various sectors that previ-

ously had not existed.  

This represents a potential 

new market for the Port of 

Fernandina. 

 

The Port of Fernandina 

already enjoys a strong 

market in Panama, trans-

porting record volumes of 

steel to customers in that 

country over the past cou-

ple of years.  As work con-

tinues on the renovation 

of the Panama Canal, 

trade officials see growing 

business opportunities for 

the Port in Panama.  

Feedback or comments on our 

newsletter? Let us know what 

you think! 

Contact us at 

info@expandinnassau.com 

mailto:info@expandinnassau.com
mailto:info@expandinnassau.com


When Joe Oller, General 

Manager of Florida Machine 

Works in Yulee, hosted the 

general membership meet-

ing of the First Coast Manu-

facturers Association (FCMA) 

at his shop on August 31, 

NCEDBõs Executive Director, 

Steve Rieck, saw an oppor-

tunity for collaboration.   

Steve was invited to be the 

guest speaker for the meet-

ing and he had a chance to 

update the more than 100 

members attending about 

Nassau Countyõs more ag-

gressive approach to quality 

economic development.  He 

noted that Florida Machine 

Works originally came to 

Yuleeõs Nassau Tradeplex as 

a Cornerstone Partnership 

project in 2003.  He re-

ported that this year, the 

Nassau County Board of 

Commissioners made a sub-

stantial commitment to 

funding economic develop-

ment efforts by increasing 

its contract for services with 

NCEDB by 66%.  This in-

creased support allowed 

NCEDB to provide crucial 

assistance for two economic 

development projects in the 

Tradeplex:  RDL Logistics/

Lewis Scott Trucking opened 

its 13,000 square foot facil-

ity in May, and Science 

Firstõs headquarters and 

manufacturing facility will be 

completed by December 1.  

Both projects will have been 

completed in record time, 

and they represent more 

than 85 new or retained 

jobs for the county.  Earlier 

this year, NCEDB spear-

headed efforts to rezone two 

large tracts of property along 

the I-95 corridor for indus-

trial development.  These 

two industrial sites total over 

210 upland acres of 

buildable land that can ac-

commodate up to 3.2 million 

square feet of industrial 

space.  NCEDB also worked 

with property owners to be-

gin the process of rezoning 

1,800 acres as a òmega-

siteó in the Crawford Indus-

trial Area southwest of Calla-

han.  Steve noted that 

NCEDB is working with Nas-

sau Countyõs Growth Man-

agement Department to 

prepare the optional Eco-

nomic Development Element 

to the countyõs Comprehen-

sive Plan and to submit it to 

the Florida Department of 

Community Affairs for ap-

proval by next June.  In addi-

tion, NCEDB is working with 

city and county officials to 

implement new plan review 

and permitting procedures 

and to develop a uniform 

incentives package for eco-

nomic development.   FCMA 

members were impressed 

with Nassau Countyõs new 

focus on and commitment to 

quality economic develop-

ment. 

The opportunity for collabo-

ration came because 

FCMAõs membership repre-

sents both large and small 

manufacturers who are al-

ways on the look-out for new 

growth opportunities.  When 

a manufacturer decides to 

expand, NCEDB wants to be 

on its radar screen.  So after 

his presentation, Steve had 

a conversation with FCMA 

President Lad Daniel about 

setting up reciprocal mem-

berships for the two organi-

zations.  Lad thought the 

idea was a terrific one, and 

memberships were ex-

changed during the first 

week in September.  NCEDB 

was proud to welcome First 

Coast Manufacturers Asso-

ciation as its newest partner! 

FCMA was formed in 1989 

by ten manufacturers, led by 

Anheuser-Busch, IFF (Bush 

Boake Allen, Inc.), CSX 

Transportation, Inc., Jack-

sonville Port Authority, Max-

well House Coffee Company 

(Kraft), Lyondell (Millennium 

Specialty Chemicals, Inc. 

formerly Glidco), Reichhold, 

Inc., Rex Corporation, 

Smurfit Stone Container Cor-

poration, and Swisher Inter-

national, Inc.  FCMAõs goal is 

to add 25,000 manufactur-

ing jobs in the region by 

2015.  Since its formation, 

the organization has grown 

to over 300 members. 

NCEDB forms joint membership pact with First Coast 

Manufacturerõs Association 

òNCEDB was 

proud to welcome 

First Coast 

Manufacturers 

Association as its 

newest partner!ó 
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Clean energy enterprises 

were added to NCEDBõs list 

of òtarget industriesó during 

its retreat planning session 

this past July.  There is grow-

ing interest across the coun-

try to develop alternative 

forms of energy that can 

reduce carbon emissions 

and provide for renewable 

sources of energy that will 

decrease our dependence 

on foreign oil.  Nassau 

Countyõs plentiful stock of 

trees and its rich and fertile 

soil combined with abundant 

sunshine would seem to be 

the perfect sources of re-

newable biomass that can 

be converted to clean en-

ergy.  Earlier this summer, a 

small and informal group of 

community leaders began 

working to explore green 

energy opportunities for our 

community after a group of 

Nassau Countians visited 

the University of Floridaõs 

cellulosic ethanol lab in Lake 

City. 

The Nassau County Renew-

able Energy Committee was 

originally comprised of State 

Representative Janet Ad-

kins, Legislative Aide Larry 

Williams, County Commis-

sioner Danny Leeper, Envi-

ronmental Attorney Clyde 

Davis, Mike Baxter (U.S. 

Navy-Retired), Steve Gaul 

(University of Florida Insti-

tute of Food and Agricultural 

Services), Jay Levenstein 

(Deputy Commissioner, Flor-

ida Department of Agricul-

ture), and Nassau County 

OHPA Commissioner Melvin 

Usery.  NCEDBõs Executive 

Director Steve Rieck was 

invited to join the committee 

in August after he attended 

the Florida Department of 

Agricultureõs òFarm to Fuel 

Summitó in Orlando in July.  

Fernandina Beach City Com-

missioner Tim Pointer was 

invited to join the committee 

in August.  The committee 

has set as its goal to posi-

tion Nassau County as an 

ideal place for the biomass/

biofuel industry to locate 

production facilities and cre-

ate new jobs for Nassau 

Countians.  The Nassau 

County Board of Commis-

sioners endorsed the renew-

able energy initiative by a 

resolution adopted in July. 

Since then, a number of 

companies and partnerships 

have indicated an interest in 

doing renewable energy pro-

jects in Nassau County.  Al-

pha Global Solutions, LLC in 

cooperation with Benchmark 

Design, LLC and Weitz Com-

pany has expressed an inter-

est in developing a cellulosic 

ethanol plant in Nassau 

County using sweet sorghum 

as its feedstock.  American 

Renewables, LLC is looking 

at building an electric power 

generation facility in Nassau 

County using woody biomass 

(forest residue, mill residue, 

waste pallets, municipal 

wood waste, thinning, slash, 

agricultural residue and 

storm debris) as a fuel 

source.  And KL Energy Cor-

poration has expressed an 

interest in building a cellu-

losic ethanol plant in Nassau 

County, also using woody 

biomass as its feedstock. 

Key questions remain to be 

answered as Nassau County 

evaluates the possibilitiesé 

can a reliable supply of feed-

stock be delivered to end-

users at an acceptable 

price?  Will the jobs created 

by this economic activity be 

seasonal, versus full-time, 

and will they pay a wage 

equal to or greater than the 

current average wage in 

Nassau County?  What will 

be the sources of start-up 

and intermediate capital 

required for these new ven-

tures?  Hopefully, these and 

other key questions will be 

answered in affirmative and 

positive ways over the next 

several months.  

Renewable energy committee explores green opportunities 

òé a number of 

companies and 

partnerships have 

indicated an 

interest in doing 

renewable energy 

projects in Nassau 

County. ò  
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Did you know thaté 

 

2009 estimated per capita income 

for Nassau County is $34,355, the 

highest in the region. 



The Jacksonville Aviation 

Authority (JAA) will host its 

first òAirline Summitó the 

first week of November 

2009. Barbara Halverstadt, 

Manager of Development & 

Marketing for JAA, began 

brainstorming efforts at the 

beginning of the summer, 

and has sought assistance 

from the surrounding coun-

ties and local businesses. 

Airline route planners from 

more than 25 domestic and 

international airlines have 

been invited to participate, 

along with several tour com-

panies and travel writers. 

Halverstadt intends to show-

case Northeast Florida and 

the opportunities available 

for business travelers, lei-

sure travelers, and cargo 

businesses while guests are 

in town. 

The Jacksonville Interna-

tional Airport (JAX) serves 

the commercial, business, 

and recreational needs of 

Jacksonville, Northeast Flor-

ida, and Southeast Georgia. 

More than a dozen major 

airlines and a network of 

regional carriers provide 

some 200 daily arrivals and 

departures at JAX, serving 

more than 6 million passen-

gers and 163 million pounds 

of cargo in 2008. 

The summit will kick off with 

an opening reception spon-

sored by One Ocean Resort 

on Tuesday, November3.  

November 4 will begin with 

an update on new construc-

tion at the airport, and will 

continue with a Northeast 

Florida Overview presenta-

tion by Jerry Mallot, Presi-

dent of the Cornerstone Re-

gional Economic Develop-

ment Partnership.   

The Nassau County Eco-

nomic Development Board 

and the Amelia Island Con-

vention and Visitors Bureau 

have partnered with the JAA 

to bring attendees to Nas-

sau County after the morn-

ing presentations. The Ame-

lia Island Plantation will 

sponsor lunch and guests 

will enjoy a tour of historic 

Fernandina Beach. A River 

Club reception and a dinner 

cruise on the St. Johns River 

aboard the Jacksonville Prin-

cess will conclude the day. 

On November 5, representa-

tives will be invited to tour 

St. Augustineõs historic dis-

trict, sponsored by the St. 

Augustine Convention and 

Visitorõs Bureau, or play a 

round of golf at TPC Saw-

grass. 

The summitõs planning com-

mittee hopes to show airline 

representatives the many 

reasons why adding routes 

and passenger seats to 

Jacksonville would be bene-

ficial to all involved.  Weõre 

confident this will be the first 

of many such showcase 

summits in the future. 

Nassau County helps welcome airline route planners 

òé showcase 

Northeast Florida 

and the 

opportunities 

available for 

business travelers, 

leisure travelers, 

and cargo 

businesseséó  

Page 6 The Director 

2009-2010 NCEDB Meeting Schedule 

Tuesday, October 27, 2009 

Tuesday, January 26, 2009 

        Tuesday, April 20, 2009 

       Tuesday, July 20, 2009 

Meetings begin at 4:00 p.m. and will be held in the David Yulee Room of Florida 

State College at Jacksonvilleõs Betty P. Cook Nassau Center. 

Meetings are open to the public. If you plan on attending, please RSVP to Noelle 

Perry at nperry@expandinnassau.com or (904)225-8878. 

Did you know thaté 

September 2009 Unemployment: 

Nassau County: 10.7% 

Florida: 11.2% 

U.S.: 9.5% 



writing the optional Eco-

nomic Development Element 

for the countyõs Comprehen-

sive Plan.  Until now, Nassau 

County has not had this im-

portant tool in its economic 

development tool box to help 

guide where and how indus-

trial growth will occur in the 

county.  We hope to have 

our work completed by next 

spring so that the Economic 

Development Element can 

be submitted along with a 

package of Comprehensive 

Plan amendments to the 

state government in June. 

 

òThird, as a part of our Comp 

Plan activities, weõre going 

to advocate for key transpor-

tation and infrastructure 

investments in strategic 

parts of Nassau County.  

Some of those new invest-

ments are already under 

way.  Work has begun on 

widening State Road 200 

from Griffin Road to Calla-

han, and the project to add 

lanes to U.S. Highway 301 

from Callahan to Baldwin 

has been included in the 

economic stimulus plan.  We 

will work to see that as our 

transportation infrastructure 

is improved, key utilities like 

natural gas, water and 

sewer, electrical power and 

telecommunications are 

included in the right-of-ways. 

 

òFourth, weõre going to work 

with city and county govern-

ment officials to develop a 

standardized incentives 

package that will help us 

attract new jobs and invest-

ments related to Nassau 

Countyõs strategic industries.  

Those industries include 

advanced manufacturing, 

distribution and logistics, 

aviation and aerospace, life 

sciences, clean energy, fi-

nancial services, and infor-

mation systems.  Companies 

in these fields pay wages 

higher than the countyõs 

average and create produc-

tive and meaningful jobs for 

our work force.  

In an increasingly 

more competitive 

world, Nassau 

County needs an 

incentives pack-

age that makes 

economic sense 

and brings an 

attractive return 

on investment to 

county taxpayers. 

 

òFinally, weõre 

going to continue 

to increase the 

communityõs 

awareness of economic de-

velopment issues and the 

role that NCEDB plays in 

promoting sustainable 

growth.  More and more peo-

ple across northeast Florida 

are recognizing NCEDB as a 

key player in the economic 

development game and a 

reliable source of informa-

tion on critical issues facing 

our region.  We will continue 

to produce our quarterly 

newsletter, The Director, and 

make regular contributions 

to the news media. ò  

Business 

òé increase the 

communityõs 

awareness of 

economic 

development issues 

and the role that 

NCEDB playsé 

ò  
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The NCEDB is a 503(c)(3) 

Not for Profit corporation 

and contributions are de-

ductible to the extent al-

lowed by law. Contact the 

NCEDB today to learn how 

to become an investor and 

the benefits of doing so!  

Sustainer:  

Baptist Medical Center, Enterprise Florida, 
Inc., First National Bank of Nassau County, 
Florida Community College, Nassau County 

Board of Commissioners 
 

Senior Partner:  

AT&T, FCMA, First Coast Community Bank, 
OREMC, TerraPointe Services 

 

Partner:  

BB&T, JEA 
 

Senior Investor:  

City of Fernandina Beach, DF Miller Invest-

ments, Elkins Constructors, First Federal Bank 

of Florida, G&H Land and Timber Investments, 

Reynolds, Smith & Hills, Springer Controls, 

Town of Callahan, Town of Hilliard 

 

Investor:  

Beta-1, Bob Spaeth, Dean Woehrle, FPL, FNB 

South, Kingsnorth & Company, Make It Hap-

pen Amelia, Nancy Kilgo, Paul Clark Ford 

Mercury, Rick Keffer Dodge Chrysler Jeep, 

Yulee Tradeplex Development, LLC 

Junior Investor:  

Arrow Exterminators, AXIA, Sargeõs Lawn Care 

Special thanks to our investors! 

Web: www.expandinnassau.com 

Email: info@expandinnassau.com 

Phone: (904)225-8878 or toll-free 

(800)671-6774 
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annual dinner.  
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